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Linking Suffrage
By: Ciera Pennington

The Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments, or collectively known as the Civil
Rights Amendments, are remembered as the ones that ended slavery and gave African Americans
citizenship and rights. Most people do not know, however, how important these three amendments
were to another discriminated‐against group – women. Therefore, as Black History Month comes to an
end and Women’s History Month begins, we should take the time to look at the suffrage movement and
how it was very much connected to the civil rights movement.
The abolitionist movement was one that was greatly tied to that of the suffrage movement.
Many women dedicated their time to both issues. Others felt that by helping the abolitionist movement
and later the civil rights movement, they would be taking focus from their suffrage efforts. As a result of
this rare ideology, suffragettes were and are often considered to be racist.
The suffragettes who did dedicate their time to the abolitionist movement learned a lot of
skills and organization. By involving themselves in a movement that had already taken off much more
than the women’s movement, they were able to learn how and what to do for the newer one. This
helped the women’s movement become organized and create new ideas and plans to utilize in their
quest for suffrage.
After the Thirteenth Amendment passed and freed African Americans from slavery, the
suffrage movement began to hurt, unfortunately. As African Americans and whites were adjusting to
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African American’s citizenship. When the Fourteenth Amendment was introduced in 1866, it used the
term “male” rather than “citizen” for the first time in the Constitution. This brought up questions by
suffragettes as to whether women were even then considered citizens of the United States. Suffragettes
attempted to get support from the African Americans to change the amendment before it was ratified;
unfortunately, unlike how the women had supported them, they stepped back and did nothing.
Knowing that the “adoption of the Fourteenth Amendment would require another constitutional
amendment to give women the vote in federal elections…Mrs. Stanton was of the opinion that woman
suffrage would be set back a full century if [it] were adopted. (…it took sixty…).” (Flexner & Fitzpatrick,
137)
Not everyone felt as strongly as Mrs. Stanton. Some of the suffragettes “held out for linking
the two issues of Negro and woman suffrage [believing] in all sincerity that they would help, not harm,
each other.” (Flexner & Fitzpatrick, 139) With this distinct tension between the women of the
movement, a split began to become likely.
Following the passage of the Fourteenth Amendment, African Americans were still
discriminated against when it came to voting. Therefore, the government had to step in and draft
another amendment aimed to specifically give them that right. This Fifteenth Amendment read “The
right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any
State, on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.” Nowhere did it mention anything
about sex or gender, though. “It would have been so easy, argued Mrs. Stanton and Miss Anthony, to
have included the word “sex.” (Flexner & Fitzpatrick, 141)
Upon realizing there was no hope of amending or opposing the Fifteenth Amendment,
supporters of the suffrage movement in Congress started aiming towards a federal woman suffrage
amendment. As a result of the tension already within the movement over the support or opposition of
the Civil Rights Amendments, as well as, the new idea of a federal amendment, the movement finally
split into two. The American Woman Suffrage Association focused more on suffrage at the state level,
while the National Woman Suffrage Association focused their efforts into a federal amendment to allow
women the right to vote. This “division in suffrage ranks was unfortunate; but it was inevitable…”
(Flexner & Fitzpatrick, 148)
Thanks to the Civil Rights Amendments, suffragettes had more of a starting point, but it took
longer for them to reach their final point – the Nineteenth Amendment, which granted women the right
to vote in 1920.
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The Student Support Services/TRiO (SSS) program
supports WVU and Student Affairs as a studentcentered environment by providing individualized
services to students, who are first-generation,
income eligible, and/or have a learning or physical
disability. Based on their needs and goals, SSS
assists them with academic accomplishments, as
well as social and cultural enrichment so they may
successfully complete baccalaureate degrees.
SSS Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday 8am – 8pm
Fridays 8am – 5pm

Phone:

(304) 293-6629
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THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

Registration Priority Dates

The craft center is located in the Braxton Tower
Basement.

Tuesday, March 25th -

Professional, Graduate, Honors
Seniors, Athletes, and Disability
Wednesday, March 26th Honors Juniors
Thursday, March 27th Honors Sophomores
Friday, March 28th
Honors Freshmen

Monday, March 31st
Wednesday, April 2nd
Friday, April 4th
Monday, April 7th

Student Craft Center

Seniors
Juniors
Sophomores
Freshman

Crafts offered include:






Pottery
Stained Glass
Tie Dyes
Beadwork
Candle making
Hours:
Sunday – Thursday 12pm – 9pm
Friday 12pm to 6pm

If you are advised by SSS, schedule your
advising appointment soon!

SSS Celebrates National TRiO Day!
National TRiO Day is meant to highlight the importance of investing in our nation’s young people and adults as they aspire to improve their lives
through education and it has been proclaimed a National Day of Service.
On February 28th, SSS, along with Upward Bound and McNair Scholars, provided service to The Morgantown Community Soup Kitchen. Several
TRiO students helped the kitchen staff prepare, serve and clean up after the free luncheon offered to the community.
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SSS Programs – Spring 2014
EVENT

DATE

TIME

The Glass Menagerie

Thursday, March 20th

7:30 p.m.

Making Cents of the Summer

Tuesday, March 25th

Graduation & Recognition
Reception: Celebrating 20
years of SSS Graduates

Friday, April 25th

LOCATION

SIGN-UP

NOTES

Gladys G. Davis
Theatre, Creative Arts
Center

Thursday, February 6th

School of Theatre and Dance Performance – tickets are
limited. Must come in to reserve spot. ($25.00 No Show
Fee)

11:30 am –
12:30 pm
&
4 -5 p.m.

Cacapon Room,
Mountainlair

Tuesday, March 18th

Are you planning to take summer classes either at WVU or
somewhere else? Do you have questions about summer
financial aid? Do you need to complete a transient form?
Come and get your questions answered.

5:00 – 7:00
p.m.

Hatfields, Mountainlair

Friday, April 18th

Dinner & Recognition program
(Guests $10.00)

Having trouble paying for food this month?
See if you qualify for SNAP
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program)

You can receive benefits in as little as one week!
Contact:
Jessica King, SNAP Outreach Coordinator
jking@ccwa.org or call (304) 292-6597 x204

Don’t forget to join the WVU Student Support
Services/ TRIO Facebook Page!










SSS Drop-In Tutoring Spring 2014
When: Tuesdays
Time: 4pm to 7pm
Where: Mountainlair
Details:
March 4, 18 and 25 – Kanawha Room
April 1, 8 and 15 – Kanawha Room
April 22 – Monongahela Room
Subjects: Math (121 to 153), Biology, Chemistry (110 to 116),
Spanish (101 to 204) Study Skills, Time Management and
others

SSS Is Now On Twitter!
Follow Us: @WVUSSS

Kayla Thompson passed her written National Dental Hygiene Board
Exam and clinical board exam. She is one step closer to becoming a
licensed registered dental hygienist (R.D.H)!
Jessica Soffee got engaged to Shane Snead on December 24, 2013!
Elizabeth Dang travelled to Texas with the WVU Symphony Orchestra
to perform for young musicians!
Rajan Franklin was nominated for the MEAEOPP scholarship!
Vicki Cooper was nominated for the WV TRIO scholarship!
Gary Murray has accepted an Engineering internship with GE this
summer!
Cathy Hefner and Megan Tenney were accepted into the Forensic &
Investigative Sciences Program!
Angela Kittle received 4th place in the “Dancing With Our Mountaineer
Stars” Event!

Congratulations and great job on your hard work!
Have an accomplishment? Please tell us about it.
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An SSS Cinderella Story
Written By SSS Participant
Rachel James

My name is Rachel James. I am a 2009 graduate
from Lewis County High School, located in the
central part of the state. I'm also a member of, and
former tutor for, Student Support Services/TRiO. I
came to WVU as a business major. I briefly
experimented with political science. Almost by luck, I
found my way into civil engineering. My journey at
WVU has been the equivalent to an 'academic
Cinderella story' and SSS has been a huge part of my
success.
When I first moved to Morgantown, it was a huge
shock to my system. I grew up on my grandparent’s
farm, where my nearest neighbor was more than a
mile away, and went to high school with
approximately 900 students. Suddenly, I was going
to school with almost 30,000 people and living in the
same building with almost 400 people. Student
Support Services was instrumental to my success
that first year of transition. The orientation class with
Cindy and Vivian is how I learned all of the tricks and
shortcuts to both the University and Morgantown.
The support that I've found in the SSS and Upward
Bound staff, or my extended family as I prefer to
think of them, is a lot of the reason why I didn't give
up as I struggled to find myself and where my interest
best fit those first six to eight months.
I didn't come to WVU as a stand out student. I
had good grades from high school, but my best ACT
score was barely high enough to qualify for
acceptance into the Honors College. I built myself up
from the bottom; I did so by showing up prepared for
class, having read the material beforehand and ready
to participate in discussions, and by taking advantage
of office hours to get to know my professors on a
more personal level and show my commitment to

learning the material. I captured the attention of my
Introduction to Transportation Engineering professor
when I took his course in Fall 2011. He invited me to
join his research group, and helped me secure a
NASA Space Grant Scholarship to fund myself.
Stemming from my success in completing a NASA
Space Grant project, I applied and was accepted to
the McNair Scholars Program and the Summer
Undergraduate Research Fellowship program. These
experiences led to two published papers in peer
reviewed journals. I also had the opportunity to
present my research at the West Virginia Department
of Transportation Planning Conference and at a
research conference in Buffalo, NY. These
experiences helped me to be named WVU's 36th
Goldwater Scholar and the Region III Mid‐Atlantic
Universities Transportation Center Student of the
Year. I came to WVU with a dream to be the first
person from my immediate family to graduate from
college and to be a role model for my five younger
brothers. Now, I have my sights set on a doctorate
and am waiting to hear back from graduate schools.
I know just how scary and overwhelming it is to
come to WVU on your own. As a first generation
student, we don't always have family members that
we can turn to for advice, and may not have the full
support of our parents. However, we are SO
BLESSED to have SSS filling in the void. All of my
success was because I took advantage of the
academic opportunities presented to me. If you are
reading this article, you've taken the first step by
showing the initiative and desire to succeed by
accepting the opportunity to join Student Support
Services. Please join me in showing the world what
first‐generation and low‐income students are capable
of! :)
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Free Apps That Make
College Life Simple

College life can be hard, but it doesn’t have to be impossible. Try some of these free apps to help you
study.


Mint
Mint is a free financial tracking app that lets you see all of your accounts and expenses in one place. You can track
costs like rent, food, gas, and car payments. It helps you see when bills are due and you’ll even get notifications
about unusual activity.



Chegg
Chegg is geared toward renting, buying and returning textbooks. With the mobile app, you simply scan the barcode
to compare the best prices between Chegg and other book retailers. You can even sell your books directly to them.



Evernote
Store everything from lists to websites and music files in this free app. Evernote lets you keep your class notes,
pictures, and ideas in one place.



StudyBlue
With StudyBlue’s mobile app, you can make, study, and share mobile flashcards, study guides, and quizzes.



MyHomework
MyHomework lets you easily keep track of assignments and due dates by color coding projects based on priority.
You’ll know exactly what’s finished, what’s due and what’s late. For each day, you can see what classes you have and
what homework to do. This app is great if you have trouble planning ahead for your assignments or if you can’t keep
track of all your projects in your head.



Wikipanion
Get instant access to Wikipedia with this mobile app. You can bookmark and save pages to read later, create folders
and share with your friends. Wikipanion formats each page for optimal viewing on iPhones and iPads, meaning all
information is easy to see.



Overdrive Media Console
This app allows you to access over 22,000 libraries worldwide.



Khan Academy
This app allows you to learn almost anything for free – especially if you have trouble with math.



Cliffs Notes
Cliffs notes are free study guides written by teachers and professors for students to supplement their reading.



Genius Scan
Genius Scan turns your phone into a pocket scanner. It enables you to quickly scan documents on the go and email
the scans as JPEG or PDF.



Quizlet
Search Quizlet’s database of over 21 million flash card sets to suit your learn style and take advantage of audio in 18
languages to reinforce pronunciation and retention



SparkNotes
Study guides and discussion forums offered on various academic subjects.
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Spring 2014 Academic Calendar
Friday, April 18th

Good Friday- University Closed

Thursday, April 24th

Last Day to Withdraw from WVU

Friday, April 25th

Last Day of Classes

Monday, April 28th Saturday, May 3rd

Finals Week

Student Support Services is
a federally‐funded grant
program. Funded by a
Title IV TRIO grant from the
US Department of
Education, the project
services are free to eligible
students. SSS is an Equal
Opportunity in Education
project, and therefore, does
not discriminate on the
basis of age, gender, sexual
orientation, religion, race,
or disability.

Student Support Services Mission Statement
The Student Support Services/TRiO (SSS) program supports WVU and Student Affairs as a
student‐centered environment by providing individualized services to students, who are either
first‐generation, income eligible, or have a learning of physical disability. Based on their needs
and goals, SSS assists them with academic accomplishments and social and cultural
enrichment so they may successfully complete baccalaureate degrees.

Student Support Services Philosophy
The Student Support Services/TRiO (SSS) program at West Virginia University provides high
quality programs and services while holding to the values of honesty, integrity, compassion,
fairness and Love. We encourage growth of our students through personal responsibility and
respecting the dignity of all people.

G‐30 Mountainlair

(P) 304‐293‐6629

PO Box 6230

(F) 304‐293‐3044

Morgantown, WV 26506‐6230

http://sss.wvu.edu

